


FINE FESCUES MIX WELL
with other species of cool-

season grasses. Where adapted, fine
fescue seed is often mixed 1/3, 1/3,
1/3 by weight with Kentucky blue-
grass and perennial ryegrass for
home lawns and parks. Kentucky
bluegrass adds cold tolerance and a
luxurious luster to a lawn, and
perennial ryegrass brings quick
establishment, dark green color
and wear tolerance to the mix.
Modern links-type golf courses
will mix colonial bentgrass with
fine fescue for bio-diversity and
soil stabilization on tees, fairways
and greens.

Fine fescue seed is medium in
size with about 400,000 seeds per
pound. Germination is rapid (five
to twelve days), and seedlings
establish quickly. When a lawn
seed mixture contains about 331⁄3
percent fine fescue, 331⁄3 percent
perennial ryegrass and 331⁄3 per-
cent Kentucky bluegrass by weight,
the turf will have the qualities of
rapid establishment, wear and cold
tolerance as well as shade and
drought tolerance.

Colonial bentgrasses also mix
well with fine fescues to make the
finest close-mowed lawns possible.
Since colonial bentgrass has about
six million seeds per pound, 10 to
15 percent bentgrass and 85 to 90
percent fine fescue will provide
close to two bentgrass plants for
every fine fescue plant in a turf.
This is about right for achieving
the desirable bentgrass texture and
still retaining the hardiness and
ease of maintenance associated
with fine fescues.
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FINE FESCUES ARE AT HOME
from the transition zone

northward, and at higher altitudes
further south, as well as maritime
microclimates. When fine fescues
are mixed together, their range of
adaptation is further increased.

Fine fescues are included in seed
mixtures for parks, home lawns
and golf courses. Professional turf
managers and knowledgeable
homeowners realize the water, fer-
tilizer and manpower savings our
Oregon grown improved varieties
naturally provide.

Many sod producing farms grow
100 percent fine fescue turf specifi-
cally for low maintenance expanses
such as banks, berms, slopes and
hard-to-mow areas.
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Fine fescue characteristics

Characteristic Chewings creeping red

Growth habit . . . . . . . . . . . .bunch type  . . .tillers
Establishment rate  . . . . . . .medium  . . . . . .medium
Nitrogen requirement  . . . .low to med  . . .medium
Drought tolerance  . . . . . . .good . . . . . . . . .good
Mow at 1/2 inch or less  . . .yes  . . . . . . . . . .no
Shade adaptation  . . . . . . . .very good . . . . .very good
Cold tolerance . . . . . . . . . . .very good . . . . .very good

Recommended seeding rates
for 100% fine fescue turf

Home lawns . . . . . . . . . . . . . .8 to 10 lbs. per 1,000 sq. ft.
Parks  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .250 lbs. per acre
Highways and median strips  . . . . . . . . .100 lbs. per acre
Resorts, campgrounds, campus  . . . . . . .250 lbs. per acre
Golf course fairways  . . . . . . . . . .300 to 400 lbs. per acre
Golf greens (winter overseeding)  . . . .10 lbs. fine fescue

(mixed with 30 lbs. perennial rye) per 1,000 sq. ft.
Golf course roughs . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .175 lbs. per acre.

3-way mixture
1/3 fine fescue,
1/3 perennial ryegrass,
1/3 Kentucky bluegrass

(by weight)
Home lawns, parks  . . . . . . . . .
 . . . .6 to 8 lbs. per 1,000 sq. ft.
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